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A group of members of the American Indian Student Council express their culture by performing a traditional Indian dance at the 


southwest terrace on Monday. 


Dancing circles around friendship 


Native American 
students on cam- 
pus celebrate their 
story at an event 
Monday. 


By Mimi NGYUEN 
Staff Writer 


Students formed a circle for ev- 
eryone to participate in a dance 
to the sound of drums in celebra- 


tion of the culture, traditions and 
history of Native Americans and 
Alaska Natives. 

Students at California State 
University, Long Beach gathered 
in the Southwest Terrace of the 
University Student Union to cele- 
brate the last day of American In- 
dian Heritage Month on Monday. 
Students learned about the songs 
of the Native Americans on cam- 
pus and shared the eclectic dances 
of Native Mexican dance. 

During the event, American In- 
dian studies professor and director 
of the Tiat Society Cindi Alvitre 


helped represent the American In- 
dian Society students and spread 
awareness to correct many of the 
historical inaccuracies surround- 
ing American Indians. 

“Today is a celebration of the 
survival of our society,’ Alvitre 
said. 

Anna Nazarian-Peters, coor- 
dinator of student life and devel- 
opment, advises cultural political 
and religious clubs on campus and 
works with the American Indian 
students. 

“An influential factor was some 
current events that went on in the 


Indian American Community,’ 
Nazarian-Peters said. 

Program Coordinator of Amer- 
ican Indian Studies Program & 
School of Art Craig Stone, a cel- 
ebrated artist best known for 
Shadows Casting on the shore art- 
works in Belmont Shores, played a 
main role in playing the sounds of 
drums at the event. 

“We are singing songs in a form 
of social protest for awareness of 
our culture,’ Stone said, noting 


see NATIVE, page 3 


Understanding microaggression in the workplace 


The Multicultural 
Center holds 

a workshop 

on cultural 
insensitivity. 


By Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


A workshop on how to combat 
workplace aggression held Monday, 
taught students how to maintain 
professionalism while still standing 
up for themselves. 

With college students soon en- 
tering a long-term professional 


News 2 


workplace environment, California 
State University, Long Beach’s Mul- 
ticultural Center hosted a workshop 
about how to react to microaggres- 
sion in the workplace. 

Microaggression, according to 
Dr. James Sauceda, director of the 
multicultural affairs, is the “every- 
day slight insult that often comes 
around cultural background that 
people don't understand and have 
stereotypical views of? 

“When students look to careers 
or being effective leaders in the 
workplace, often issues of culture, 
ethnicity, or cultural competence 
doesn’t come up, Sauceda said. 
“The fact that they'll hear things in 
a workplace that are called microag- 
gressions — and they dontt feel pre- 


pared for hearing it, and they don't 
feel prepared for responding to it. 

Even. though microaggression 
can be everywhere and not just lim- 
ited to the workplace, Sauceda felt 
that due to students soon entering 
the work field after graduation, they 
must be aware of the dangers that 
loom with regards to ethnicity, sex- 
ual orientation, or sex. 

Terri Armstrong, career advisor 
of the Career Development Center, 
expressed that even though people 
with microaggression mean well, 
their ignorance can be psychologi- 
cally harmful to the unintended. 

Both Armstrong and Sauceda 
were the hosts of the workshop, 
where they provided plenty of in- 
formation about cultural identity, 


. 
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and how utilizing that type of infor- 
mation can help downplay micro- 
aggression. 

Near the end of the workshop, 
attendees participated in an exer- 
cise where they reacted to seem- 
ingly harmless but slightly offensive 
statements about their culture. They 
were encouraged to show positive 
restraint and professionalism when 
having to deal with offensive ques- 
tions. 

“We try to show how everyday 
comments can feel hurtful, but 
were coming from a positive model, 
not a deficit model where you feel 
like the victim of these aggressions,” 
Sauceda said. “You learn best how 
to navigate through them or push 
them aside” 
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The 


legacy 
of Kobe 


Bryant 


He may not be the 
greatest Laker to don 
the purple and gold, 
but he’s the most 
influential. 


se 


MatT PERALTA 
Social Media Editor 


t wasn’t love at first dribble 
when I started playing bas- 
ketball in the third grade. In 
games, I was petrified every 
time I got the ball because 
I didn’t know what to do. Do I drib- 
ble? Do I shoot? 

Before I knew it the ball was out 
of my hands and the other team 
was running down the court. I was 
ready to quit. But one day, a Lakers 
game that was playing in my living 
room caught my eye and I decided 
to watch. 

The Lakers were playing the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. I don’t 
remember very many specifics about 
that game now, but I do remember 
watching a certain player wearing a 
golden number eight jersey. I turned 
to my dad and asked, “Who’s that 
guy?” 

“That’s Kobe Bryant,” my dad 
said. 

Kobe Bryant. That was the first 
time I had heard his name. Eight- 
year-old me was so mesmerized 
watching him on TV. The way his 
body would fall back so gracefully on 
each fade-away he shot. The relent- 
lessness.he displayed when driving 
into the paint. The way he would 
dance with his defender and pull up 
in his face. 

Splash. 

From that moment on, I watched 
Lakers games religiously. I glued 
myself to the floor and watched, as 
the Lakers would come out to the 
court. I loved all of them: Shaquille 
O’Neal, Derek Fisher, Robert Horry, 
etc. But my eyes were always fixated 
on Kobe. I watched him the entire 
game. Every time he had the ball in 
his hands, I waited in anticipation 
for his next move. Would he dribble? 
Would he shoot? 

The years went by, and the names 
on the backs of the jerseys changed. 
I wasn’t watching Shaq, Fisher and 


see KOBE, page 6 
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French Minister for Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy, Segolene Royal shakes hands with U.S. President Barack Obama during the official opening of the COP21 UN Confer- 
ence on Climate Change on Nov. 30, 2015 held at Le Bourget, near Paris, France. 


Climate talks begin in Paris; goal may be hard to reach 


PARIS — Declaring that the future 
of the planet is at stake, more than 
150 world leaders assembled outside 
Paris on Monday to launch an am- 
bitious attempt to confront climate 
change by reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

After decades of difficult negations 
and an unsuccessful attempt to strike 
an agreement six years ago, President 
Barack Obama said a turning point 
may have been reached. 

“What should give us hope,” he 
told fellow leaders, “is the fact that 
our nations share a sense of urgency 
about this challenge and a growing 
realization that it is within our power 
to do something about it.” 

The United Nations conference 
comes at a time of record high tem- 
peratures, more extreme droughts 
and storms, shrinking glaciers and 
melting ice packs — events that have 
helped make climate science more 
widely accepted. That, coupled with 
major advances in cleaner energy 
sources, has increased the willingness 
of some of the world’s biggest pollut- 
ers to act. 

The leaders of nations responsi- 
ble for more than 95 percent of the 
world’s greenhouse gas emissions ar- 
rived at the conference at Le Bourget, 
on the northern edge of Paris, armed 
with plans to reduce their outputs. 
But organizers warned there was still 
a long way to go. 

Critically, the proposals current- 
ly on the table are not projected to 
limit rising global temperatures to 2 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels, the threshold at which scien- 
tists believe most of the worst effects 
of climate change could be avoided. 


It’s unclear whether the gap between 
those proposals and the 2-degree goal 
can be closed in the next two weeks. 

“The future of your people, the fu- 
ture of the people of the world, is in 
your hands,” U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon told leaders as the talks 
kicked off. “We cannot afford indeci- 
sion, half measures or merely gradual 
approaches. Our goal must be a trans- 
formation.” 

The high-level meeting began with 
a moment of silence for the victims 
of deadly attacks in France, Lebanon, 
Tunisia and elsewhere — a wave of vi- 
olence that threatened to overshadow 
longer-term concerns about climate 
change. 

“These tragic events ... force us 
to concentrate on the essentials,” 
French President Francois Hollande 
said. “We must leave our children 
more than a world free from terror. 
We must leave them a planet that is 
preserved from catastrophes, a viable 
planet” 

Major issues have still to be re- 
solved, however. 

Developing countries have long 
argued that countries that grew rich 
through the use of fossil fuels should 
assume the burden of shifting poorer 
economies to solar, wind and other 
renewable energy sources without 
hurting their potential for growth. 

Addressing the conference Mon- 
day, President Xi Jinping of China 
said the deal reached in Paris must 
recognize differences between devel- 
oping and more established econo- 
mies, and include aid for poor coun- 
tries. 

“Addressing climate change should 
not deny the legitimate needs of de- 


What should America do? 


Countries from around the world, including the United States, 
are meeting in France to discuss how they can work together to 
reduce emissions of gases that cause climate change. Which of 
the following do you think should be the American strategy in 


this.meeting? 


W@ Play a leadership 


role in setting 
ambitious targets 42% 


_ Take a more moderate 


approach and support JAY, 


only gradual action 


I) Do not agree to any 
agreement that 
addresses climate 
change 


Source: YouGov 
raphic: Staff, Tribune News Service 


veloping countries to reduce pover- 
ty and improve living standards? he 
said. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said developed nations could 
make the biggest difference to the en- 
vironment. “National commitments 
must be consistent with the carbon 
space nations occupy,’ he said. 

As the summit got underway, the 
capitals of India and China were 
blanketed in smog. Beijing issued 
an “orange” pollution alert, the sec- 
ond-highest level. 

Modi said his country is seeking to 
produce 40 percent of its power from 
non-fossil fuels but said wealthier 
nations have a responsibility to make 
cleaner energy affordable and acces- 
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All Americans Democrats 


58% 


Republicans 


sible in the developing world. “This is 
in our collective interest, he said. 

Many leaders who spoke Monday 
want the agreement to include le- 
gally binding targets. That could be 
a deal-breaker for the U.S., which 
needs approval from the Republi- 
can-controlled Senate to sign a bind- 
ing treaty. 

In his address to the conference, 
Obama acknowledged that taking 
strong action on the environment has 
not always been a political winner. 
But he noted that the U.S. and other 
global economies have grown even as 
fossil fuel emissions have leveled off. 

“We have proved that strong 
economic growth and a safer envi- 
ronment no longer have to conflict 


with one another,’ he said. “And that 
should give us hope.” 

Speaking at a heavily guarded con- 
ference center, Obama said the deter- 
mination of world leaders to act as 
one in pursuit of a common goal was 
itself a rebuke to the Islamist extrem- 
ists who killed 130 people in Paris 
two weeks ago. 

The president highlighted steps 
that his administration has taken to 
curb emissions, and praised the many 
other nations that have committed 
to do the same in the lead-up to the 
summit. 

“Our task here in Paris is to turn 
these achievements into an enduring 
framework for human progress — 
not a stopgap solution, but a long- 
term strategy that gives the world 
confidence in a low-carbon future,” 
Obama said. “That’s what we seek in 
these next two weeks, not simply an 
agreement to roll back the pollution 
we put into our skies, but an agree- 
ment that helps us lift people from 
poverty without condemning the 
next generation to a planet that’s be- 
yond its capacity to repair.” 

By inviting Obama and other 
leaders to the opening days of the 
summit, organizers hoped to send 
a clear signal: Paris is not Copenha- 
gen. 

A similar effort to reach a bind- 
ing agreement to address climate 
change had all but collapsed by the 
time Obama and his counterparts 
arrived in the Danish capital near 
the conclusion of the summit in 
2009. 

— Alexandra Zavis, Michael A. 
Memoli and Christina Boyle, Los An- 
geles Times, TNS 
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Science students get recognized 


Students 
representing CSULB 
place in Washington. 


Underrepresented students of 
California State University, Long 
Beach placed in the 15th-Annual 
BioMedical Research Conference for 


Minority Scientists. 


The conference held in Seat- 
tle, Washington was sponsored by 
the National Institute of General 
Medical Science this past week. It 


By ABILENE CARRILLO 
Assistant News Editor 
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that having these groups on campus helps the retention of students and 
builds a network within the community, which has a legacy of 45 years on 
campus. 

One of the performers, Miztlayolxochitl Aguilera, a freshman who is a 
legacy student growing up with the American Indian Student Council, said 
that the event was a great way for American Indian people and Native Mex- 
icans to unite because they share the same struggles. 

Students from similar cultures came out to support the event and join in 
on the friendship circle dance. La Raza member Norberto Lopez expressed 
his excitement to see more events showcasing underrepresented minorities 
‘in the future. 

“This shows that our culture isn’t dead? Lopez said. “The university 
needs to be providing these events for both the Native American and the 
Native Mexican” 

The American Indian Studies Program will be hosting the 46th Annual 
CSULB POW WOW & Outreach in spring 2016 at the Central Quad. The 
POW WOW isan American Indian social celebration, running for two days, 
featuring American Indian dancing, arts, crafts and food. 
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is one of the largest professional 
conferences for minority students, 
military veterans and people with 
disabilities who wish to pursue 
training in science, technology, en- 
gineering and mathematics, accord- 
ing to a press release from CSULB 
Media Relations. 

Matthew Argame, Lori Digal 
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and Nicholas Nieto, students from 
CSULB BUILD program were recog- 
nized for their research in chemistry, 
neuroscience and biochemistry. 

In total there were 1,750 research 
presentations, CSULB students ac- 
counted for 32 of those presenta- 
tions, according to the press release. 

The ABRCMS also recognized 


four other student presentations. 
Haley Gause, microbiology major, 
Alice Pielow, developmental biolo- 
gy and genetics major, Elvira Sala- 
zar, social and behavioral science 
and public health major, and Daniel 
Sallee, biochemistry major received 
special recognition for their re- 
search. 
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A group of members of the American Indian Student Council perform a traditional drum performance on Monday. 
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Images of garbage finds from six different beaches “litter” the gallery wall as part of senior photography major Merissa Mendez’s installation “SeaTrashGo.” 


‘Sea Trash’: from the ocean to the gallery 


CSULB BFA student 
captures the trashy 
side of local beaches 
at student gallery. 


By SHAWNKIRA SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Diapers, condoms, cigarettes— 
items you can find not only at your 
nearest convenient store but also on 
the shores of some of the mostly fre- 
quently visited beaches in Southern 
California ltke Sunset, Newport and 
Horney Corner Beach. 

California State University, Long 
Beach BFA senior photography ma- 
jor Merissa Mendez focused her pho- 
tography installation around debris 
found while cleaning up local beach- 
es. 

Mendez’s past artwork always had 
to do with landscape, but her latest 
idea came after a visit to Seal Beach. 
However, she found inspiration for 
her current installation in something 
unexpected. 

“I had been walking around Seal 
Beach one day just looking for inspi- 
ration and saw an overload of trash, 
and it was so bad that fishes were 
jumping out of the water,’ Mendez 
said. 

Once Mendez started to pick up 
the trash, she captured the attention 
of a passerby, who then also volun- 
teered to help her out. 

“T went to several different beach- 


es—altogether I went to 13 for an 
hour. I would pick up at each of those 
beaches, sometimes I’d invite friends 
to come with me,’ said Mendez. 
“We would clean up and afterwards 
I would keep all the trash and docu- 
ment it so that people could see the 
difference you can make in as little 
time as an hour.” 

The photographs of Mendez’s stu- 
dent art installation “SeaTrashGo” 
captured the sun-glistened sand and 
the blue-to-white ombre color effect 
of the ocean 
waves, which 
would typically GG 
be a pleasant im- 
age, if it weren’t 


I had been walking 


es of plastic or small things, which is 
still very bad, but as you can see in 
the photos I found some very strange 
things,” said Mendez. 

Some of those strange things in- 
cluded old socks, used condoms and 
even partial traces of bras. 

Mendez took her findings to social 
media in hopes of aspiring others to 
join in the environmental clean up 
movement, starting a page on Insta- 
gram, sharing her photographs and 
creating the hashtag #SeaTrashGo. 

“People —_as- 
sume that some- 
body else is 
going to do the 
work for them. 


for the dirty side around Seal Beach one When I was 


Mendez uncov- day just looking for 
inspiration and saw PesDie aria Woke 
an overload of trash, 


ered with an 
hour’s worth of 
collected trashed 


walking around 


making  com- 
ments to me like 


arrayed right in and it was so bad that ‘Are you picking 


the dead center fishes were jumping 
of the image. out of the water. 


Mendez _ said. 
—Merissa Mendez, 99 “But I was doing 


senior photography major 


“It’s sad that 
these are our 
beaches now,” 
said Jose San- 
chez, a psychol- 
ogy major who visited the exhibit. 
“Nothing ruins a perfect day at the 
beach more than the piles of trash we 
typically see.” 

Trash is a common sight for beach 
goers whether it be a water bottle or 
food wrapping here or there, but with 
closer attention more interesting find- 
ings are also in sight. 

“When people think of trash on 
the beach they just think little piec- 


up for commu- 
nity service?’ 


it because it was 
messy. It need- 
ed to be picked 
up. Several people made comments 
saying that there’s people that do that 
already, but we are the people that do 
that.” 

The CSULB School of Art dis- 
plays student galleries in Fine Arts 
buildings 2-4, with new exhibits 
each week. Mendez’s “SeaTrashGo” 
exhibit can be experienced from 12 
to 5 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday, 
and from 12 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday. 


to her “SeaTrashGo” Instagram page. 
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A thousand leagues into the psyche 


CSULB student and 
father collaborate on 
National Book Award 
winning novel about 
mental illness. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Arts & Life Editor 


There is a reason why writers, such 
as Herman Melville in Moby Dick, 
have long used the sea as a metaphor 
for mental illness. The sea is one of the 
most turbulent and infinite-seeming 
places on earth, a place similar to the 
mindscape of someone experiencing 
psychosis. 

“Challenger Deep,” winner of The 
National Book Award for Young Peo- 
ple Literature, also uses the sea to 
plunge the depths of mental illness. 
The novel is a collaboration between 
CSULB film student and artist Bren- 
dan Shusterman and his father, writ- 
er Neal Shusterman. 

The Daily 49er caught up with 
Brendan to talk about the novel and 
its creation. 

(Note: Questions and answers have 
been lightly edited for clarity.) 


Can you give me a quick synopsis 
of the novel and the themes it touches 
upon? 

“Challenger Deep,” is a novel about 
mental illness. It’s character, Caden 
Bosch, is torn between the reality of 
being in the psychiatric hospital and 
the fantasy of being on a ship, headed 
toward the deepest place in the world: 
the bottom of the Marianas Trench, 
called Challenger Deep. It is a story 


with hints of real world things that 
happened to me as a teenager and is 
very much drawn from real life ex- 
periences. My dad’s goal with this 
story was to show people what it was 
like, from the patient’s perspective, 
to experience a psychotic episode, so 
that they could better empathize with 
those who might be suffering. 


Can you give me a little back- 
ground about the novel’s writer, your 
father? 

My dad, Neal Shusterman, is the 
award-winning author of over 30 
books. Some of his best-known works 
are the “Unwind Dystology,” “The 
Everlost Trilogy,” “The Ansty Bona- 
no Trilogy” and “The Star Shards 
Trilogy.” He also has many stand- 
alone books such as “Downsiders,” 
“Full Tilt”? and “The Dark Side of 
Nowhere.” My dad has been writing 
my whole life; both books and screen- 


plays. 


What role did you play in the cre- 
ation of the novel / what type of art 
did you create for the book? 

I was with this project from the 
get-go. My dad asked me if it would 
be okay to write a story about men- 
tal illness, not about me but inspired 
by some of my experiences, and there 
was enough of a distance from the 
events that I felt it was necessary. This 
book was a healing process for both 
of us, and it has helped a lot of people 
I think. 

The artwork I created was all done 
in about a two-week period. during 
a lengthy manic episode, where this 
was the only way that I could really 
express myself. I was adjusting to new 
medications, and I felt both awe-in- 
spiringly terrible and wonderful at 


the same time. So the artwork sort of 
reflects that feeling. There are many, 
many other pieces that I did during 
that time which did not make it into 
the book, and the originals are all in 
color. There should be prints on sale 
on my Dad’s website but I’m not sure 
if we have that up and running yet. 


What was it like to collaborate 
with your father on such a profound 
and involved project such as a novel? 
Did your relationship deepen or did 
you learn new things about each oth- 
er in the process? 

It was definitely a healing process. 
Working with my Dad, I was able to 
tell him what it was like, and able to 
tell him when he got things wrong 
and when he was spot on. He was 
more right than he was wrong, be- 
cause he was with me through most 
of it. 


You mentioned you were current- 
ly enrolled at the California State 
University, Long Beach in the Film 
Department. Did that help or hinder 
your work on the novel? 

Most of the difficult stuff was out 
of the way by the time I enrolled at 
CSULB. A book takes a few years to 
hit the shelves, so by the time I had 
enrolled my Dad had already submit- 
ted his manuscript and my artwork to 
Harper Collins. 


Although the category for which 
“Challenger Deep” won a National 
Book Award was Young People Liter- 
ature, do you feel the work is relevant 
to all age groups? Why or why not? 

Here’s where I get to get on my 
soapbox! “Young Adult” is the silliest 
label in existence in my opinion, be- 
cause “Lord of the Flies,” “Huckleber- 
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LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON, 


|, award-winning author of 


“CHALLENGER - 


A wovel by New (ork [imes bestselling author 


NEAL SHUSTERMAN 


ry Finn,” and “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
would all be labeled “Young Adult” 
by today’s standards. Mark my words: 


Iraq panel to raise volume on lost voices 


College of Liberal 
Arts hopes to 
spark a different 
conversation about 
Iraq. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Staff Writer 


Iraq Talks Back: Popular Move- 
ments in Iraq is an event that antici- 
pates a new conversation by formally 
introducing the Long Beach Commu- 
nity to the voices of the Iraqi people. 

Sponsored by the CSULB College 
of Liberal Arts Scholarly Intersections 

Grant and War Resisters League, Iraq 
Talks Back: Popular Movements 
in Iraq focuses on the state of Iraq 

- without the lens of American Media 
or Iraqi government, according to 
CSULB professor Yousef Baker. 

Baker-hopes that this presentation 
will inspire and encourage conversa- 
tion about voices not often heard by 
consumers of American media. 

“The purpose of the event is to 
highlight Iraqi voices that are seldom 
heard. Usually what we share about 
Iraq is what governments say, wheth- 
er it’s our government or the Iraqi 
government,” Baker said. “There is a 
difference between what the interest 
of government is and what the in- 
terests of civil society is. It would be 


Friday, November 28, 2003. 


wrong to simply believe what Iraq is 
based on by the description of policy 
makers.” 

Baker says that viewing the coun- 
try through solely the lens of govern- 
ment or media is problematic because 
the voices of the people are lost. 


Davin P. Girkey | Derroir Free Press | TNS 
A group of Turkmen along with a coaltion of Iraqi Shiite leaders marches down Sadoun Street in the 
heart of Baghdad in protest of the killings of Iraqi civillians and the use of terrorism in their country 


“It’s important to understand what 
people are saying on the ground, 
what people are doing on the ground. 
In the United States, specifically, we 
know very little about Iraqi soci- 
ety,” Baker said. “Especially after the 
Paris attacks, we have a very skewed 


understanding of what this society 
looks like. This is about introducing 
CSULB to this society.” ; 

The presentation includes a 
conversation with Ali Issa, Debo- 
rah Al-Najjar and Baker, who will 
discuss the current state of social 


the best literature in today’s market is 
being written under the Young Adult 
banner. Bar none. 


movements within Iraq as well as 


. the history surrounding the crises 


surrounding the Iraq region. 

Baker’s current research includes 
examining the United States’ occu- 
pation in Iraq and utilizing a sys- 
tematic structural analysis on this 
occupation, according to his web- 
site. 

Author of recently published 
book “Against All Odds,” Issa’s fo- 
cused on providing a platform for 
key Iraqi organizers who worked in 
various movements throughout the 
years to speak and have their own 
voices heard. The novel explores the 
work done by integral Iraqi orga- 
nizers, discussing their role in the 
eventual “withdrawal” from the 
country under President Obama, 
among other significant events 
that have taken place over the past 
decade, according to Tadween Pub- 
lishing. 

“The book is really two things. 
Part of it is his interviews with some 
of these popular leaders in Iraq— 
so some of the popular organiza- 
tions—and the second part is his 
translation of these organization’s 
mission statements,” Baker said. 

Co-editor of “We Are Iraqis,” a 
collection of both nonfiction and 
fiction published by Iraqi academ- 
ics, artists and activists, Al-Najjar is 
a doctoral candidate in the Depart- 
ment of American Studies and Eth- 
nicity at the University of Southern 
California. 

The event will be held today in 
the Long Beach Hall of Sciences 
room 100 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
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Lakers forward Kobe Bryant waves to fans during warmups before a game against the Indiana Pacers on Nov.' 29 at Staples Center in Los Angeles. 


KOBE 


continued from page 1 


Horry anymore. Now it was Lamar Odom, 
Caron Butler and Smush Parker. However, there 
was always one player that remained a constant 
during those tumultuous Lakers seasons. 

Kobe. 

The team wasn’t nearly as talented, but that 
didn’t stop Kobe. I watched every signature 
game of his during that stretch. 62 points in 
three quarters against the Dallas Mavericks, 
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the game-winner against the Phoenix Suns in 
Game 4 of the first round of the 2006 playoffs, 
81 points against the Toronto Raptors. Each 
game still gives me goose bumps because of just 
how awe-inspiring they were. 

The first two years of high school for me were 
a blur, but I do remember the back-to-back 
championships the Lakers won. Each title made 
my body feel like it was about to burst with 
joy. Kobe was at the forefront of those titles, 
winning the Finals MVP both times. The pure 
elation of winning those championships will 
stick with me for the rest of my life. 

Those titles came at a pivotal moment in my 
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life. Starting to think about potential careers 
heading into college, I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do. All I knew was that it needed to 
be in basketball. 

I loved it too much. 

I still watch every game even though the 
Lakers are the worst team in the Western 
Conference. And, like clockwork, Kobe Bryant 
is still there on my TV screen, hoisting up shots 
like he did the first time I saw him. 

Except now the fade-aways look more like 
heaves with no prayer of going in. The explosive 
drives to the basket resemble the tires of a car 
blowing out. The pull-up jump shots that used 
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to bring rain down from the skies? 

Clang. 

But, that’s okay. After spending more than 
half his life playing professional basketball, 
results like these are to be expected. The days of 
scoring at will and single-handedly delivering 
wins are over. Even though the Lakers are 
currently losing games left and right, Kobe will 
always mean more to the City of Angels than 
anyone can possibly fathom. 

It’s been an honor and a pleasure to watch 
you, Mr. Bryant. You've done more for me and 
countless others than you will ever know. 

Thank you. 
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My BASKETBALL PREVIEWS 


Men’s basketball 


Who: San Diego State (4-3) 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: The Aztecs are coming off of a 22-point loss to No. 20 West Virginia on Friday. However, it is 
also worth noting that San Diego State owns a Division I-leading 21 straight wins in games following a loss. 
SDSU has played 89 straight games without suffering back-to-back defeats; that total is second in the nation 
behind Arizona's 90 game streak. 


The last time the 49ers and the Aztecs met, SDSU slipped away with a 60-59 win on Dec. 10, 2014. LBSU 
trails the all-time series, 37-22, against the Aztecs and the 49ers haven't beat SDSU since 1998; they've played 
five times since. 


If the 49ers want to snap that five-game losing streak, they'll have to stop true freshman Jeremy Hemsley. 
The point guard leads all Aztecs with 13.5 points per game and is shooting 50.8 percent from the field and 
47.4 percent from behind the three-point line. 


Women’s basketball 


Who: Pacific (4-2) 
When: Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. 
Where: Alex G. Spanos Center, Stockton 


Need to know: The 49ers lead the all-time series against the Tigers, 38-24. LBSU picked up a 53-43 win the 
last time the two teams met on Dec. 20, 2014. That win snapped a four-game losing streak against Pacific. In 
fact, the 49ers have lost six out of the last eight matchups with the Tigers. 


Freshman guard GeAnna Lualulu-Summers, who earned the West Coast Conference Player of the Week 
award on Monday, and junior guard Haillie Eackles lead the Tiger offense. Eackles leads Pacific with 16.2 
points per game while Lualulu-Summers leads with 4.3 assists per game and ranks second in both points 
(14.5) and rebounds per game (6.5). 


The Tigers are coming off back-to-back wins, but more importantly one of those wins came against North Ben Hammerton | Datty 49ER 
Carolina. The Tar Heels, an NCAA Tournament Elite Eight participant last year, fell yictim to Pacific, 66-63, Junior guard Jewelyn Sawyer. (13) looks to. drive past San Diego 
in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. State’s Arantxa Gomez Ferrer in LBSU’s 74-54 victory over the 


Aztecs on Nov. 13. 
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Ma MEN’S BASKETBALL 


gers nab three new commits 


Head coach Dan 
Monson lands a trio 
of guards in Jordan 
Griffin, Javonntie 
Jackson and Loren 
“Cristian” Jackson 
for 2016-2017 
season. 


By JosH CAUDILL 
Staff Writer 


Christmas came early for Long 
Beach State men’s basketball coach 
Dan Monson as three top high school 
recruits have signed national letters of 
intent to play for the 49ers next basket- 
ball season. 


Among the signings are local guards 
Jordan Griffin and Javonntie Jackson. 
Griffin is a 6-foot-3, three-star recruit 
out of Centennial High School in Co- 
rona, a powerhouse program in which 
Griffin helped lead the Huskies to the 
Division 1 CIF State Championship 
game in 2014 and the CIF semi-finals 
last year. 

“First, Jordan is a good person. 
Second, he’s a good student and third, 
he's a good basketball player,’ Monson 


_ said. “He has all the components you 


want as a freshman coming in ready to 
elevate your program. He's one of the 
premier shooters in the area. We think 
Evan Payne sitting out is going to be a 
very good [offensive] guard, but Grif- 
fin coming from a program that wins; 
you can never have too many winners 
that can shoot the ball in your pro- 
gram? 

Griffin, who had several offers to 
California programs, said he wanted to 
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stay close to home because his parents 
love attending his games and he wants 
to keep the support. After being shown 
around campus by assistant coaches 
Rod Palmer and Myke Scholl, Griffin 
felt at home. 

“T liked Monson’s system because it 
had a fast pace and quick a hitting of- 
fense, which I’m used to playing [in],” 
Griffin said. “T felt like I could be suc- 
cessful at Long Beach from an academ- 
ic and athletic stand point. Overall I 
thought that this was the best opportu- 
nity for me” 

Compton’s Javonntie Jackson, a 
6-foot 6-inch versatile wingman will be 
expected to fill the void that will be left 
by seniors Nick Faust and A.J. Spencer 
next season. With former 49er Mike 
Caffey coming out of the same high 

_ school, Monson was familiar with Jack- 
sons coaching staff and felt comfortable 
with the fit. 

“He's similar to Nick [Faust] in that 


he’s very multidimensional. We have 
Branford returning and also [have] 
Evan Payne sitting out; we needed a 
bigger wing, Monson said. “Javonntie 
is certainly a bigger wing and gives us 
that player that can defend good play- 
ers, help rebound and go inside and 
out? 

The cream of the crop for LBSU 
may be the signing of 5-foot-7 point 
guard Loren “Cristian” Jackson, a Chi- 
cago native that plays for Victory Rock 
Prep out of Florida. The little floor 
general, which modeled his game after 
Rajon Rondo and Chris Paul, is aver- 
aging 31 points and 8 assists per game 
and had an offer from Oklahoma 
State. His relationship with Monson 
ended up being the deciding factor on 
his commitment. 

“Coach Monson really pushed me a 
lot on wanting to coach me and I felt 
like he was there for me therefore I 
knew I could trust him as a coach and 


father off the court while I'm away from 
my own,’ Loren Jackson said. “I knew 
LBSU was a great fit for me.” 

Coach Monson has a history of 
coaching small guards, including 
current starter Justin Bibbins. He 
was not deterred at all by Jackson's 
size and saw Loren as too good to 
pass up. 

“Well, I had an undersized guard 
[Quentin Hall] take me to the elite 
eight in 1999 at Gonzaga, and I feel like 
with the point guard position that size 
isnt really a factor as much as they run 
the team,” Monson said. “I'd much rath- 
er have a 5-foot-7 guy that can run your 
team than a 6-foot-4 who doesn't have 
a feel for how the team needs to be run. 
Justin Bibbins is one of the top assists 
to turnovers guys in the NCAA and I 
think that Jackson can follow in those 
footsteps. 

We feel good about the future with 
these guys.” 


Former Beach basketball stars shining abroad 


While ex-49ers are 
making their name 
overseas, James 
Ennis struggles 

to get minutes 
stateside. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


Fitting in 


James Ennis was traded from the 
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Miami Heat to the Memphis Griz- 
zlies on Nov. 10. Since then, the 
2013 Big West Player of the Year 
has played a total of three minutes, 
attempted one shot, grabbed one re- 
bound, snatched one steal and has 
failed to score a single point. 


Making it in China 

Former-Philadelphia 76er Casper 
Ware made the move to China in 
September. His new team, the Tian- 
jin Steel, is currently in last place 
with a 1-10 record, but Ware leads 
his team with 4.6 assists per game 
and ranks second, behind for- 
mer-NBA player Jordan Crawford, 
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UC Santa Barbara’s Greg Somogyi 


with 22.2 points per game. 

Lin Chang, who played two sea- 
sons at LBSU from 2009-11, is in his 
second season at Jiangsu Nangang 
Dragons Nanjing. The Chinese for- 
ward is averaging 12.8 points and 
6.2 rebounds per game. He is also 
teammates with former No. 1 over- 
all pick Greg Oden. 


Brand new pros 

One year removed from domi- 
nating the Big West from 2011-14, 
Mike Caffey, the No. 6 all-time 
leading scorer at LBSU, is averag- 
ing 16.1 points, 5.1 assists and 5.0 


ALLEN J. SCHABEN | Los ANGELES TIMES | 
MCT 


Long Beach State’s Eugene Phelps 
revels in a dunk over UC Davis 


rebounds per game on Hungary’s 
Fortress Jaszbereny. 

Meanwhile, last season’s Big West 
honorable mention David Samuels 
is off to a rocky, 1-3 start with his 
new club, Enosis Neon Paralimni, 
in Cyprus. 


Fish, chips and 
basketball 


The No. 5 all-time leading scor- 
er at LBSU, T.J. Robinson, made a 
move to England’s Sheffield Sharks 
this season. Robinson is averaging a 
double double through nine games 


this year; he leads the Sharks with 
10.7 rebounds per game and ranks 
second with 17.7 points per game. 


Playing baloncesto 

Ex-49ers Eugene Phelps and Ed- 
gar Garibay are plying their trade, 
and doing it well, south of the bor- 
der. Phelps, a member of the last 
LBSU team to make it to the NCAA 
Tournament in 2012, is nearly av- 
eraging a double-double with 9.4 
rebounds and 16.9 points per game 
in Mexico’s Fuerza Regia Monter- 
rey. In similar fashion, Garibay is 
averaging 9.3 rpg and 16.3 ppg on 
Gigantes Edomex Toluca. 
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James Ennis drives past a Fresno State 
player in LBSU’s 64-59 loss inside the 


(55) defends Long Beach State’s 
T.J. Robinson, T.J. (20) in the first 
half in the championship game of 
the Big West Tournament at the 
Honda Center in Anaheim, Califor- 
nia, on Saturday, March 10, 2012. 
Long Beach State won, 77-64. 


Walter Pyramid on Dec. 4, 2012. 
defenders Josh Ritchart, left, and 


Eddie Miller, right, in the first half 
in the Big West basketball tour- 
nament at the Honda Center in 
Anaheim, California, on Thursday, 
March 8, 2012. Long Beach State 
advanced, 80-46. 


